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Key stage 3:   English       Year 7 – PMS 
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Title 
	‘Freaky’ 

	Private Peaceful

	Poetry- ‘Clashes and Collisions’

	‘Darker’ Dahl 
	Media Studies – Jaws 

	Shakespeare


	Overall intent – rationale 

Why this? 
Why now? 
	
Students meet the character, ‘Little Freak’ in a short black and white animation and 
explore the writer’s powerful use of pathetic fallacy and other creative writing techniques. 
They then read Darren Shan’s ‘Cirque Du Freak’ and follow the protagonist’s journey, developng more analytical reading skills and P.E.E. responses. Students also reinforce their creative 
writing skills and explore how to compose and craft more mature and stylised pieces.

	
We will read Private Peaceful, studying the structure of this contemporary text and 
analysing how Morpurgo creates a strong sense of character and narrative voice. This prose 
study will allow us to begin developing the skills required to analyze structure, content, language and form and learn how to refer to the writer's craft and the readers' responses in our 
answers. We will also study film and radio excerpts.
	
Students will read texts from the GCSE poetry anthology ‘Clashes and Collisions’. They 
will explore the many ways in which poets present conflict and will practise the skills of answering questions in a more analytical manner. Through use of comparative essay structures, students will develop and deepen their reading skills and craft more mature and language specific responses to texts
	
Students will explore the darker side of Dahl in this anthology of work. They will continue to develop analytical skills, explore context and apply it to their studies. They will continue to develop their analytical skills and produce narratives in keeping with the context and 
themes surrounding the texts. They will conclude the unit by comparing and contrasting the 
portrayal of women in two selected Roald Dahl’s stories.
	
Students enter the world of media this term and explore the many technical terms and analytical approaches to studying film. Through exploring the many associations linked to language and 
characterisation, students develop a deep knowledge of the world of media. This unit climaxes in a 
study of the infamous film, ‘JAWS’
	
Students enter the world of Shakespeare and enjoy a journey through four of his most 
famous plays: Romeo and Juliet; Othello; Macbeth; and Julius Caesar. Through focussing on 
the ‘bad guys’, students develop a knowledge of the plot, language structures and characterisation within these plays. ‘Shakespeare's’ Villains’ propels students into deep language analysis 
and complex character study and prepares them for the challenge of Year 8.


	
Key concepts knowledge & skills

 (Must be all three)
	









	
	
	
	
	




Key stage 3:   English       Year 8 – PMS 
	Term
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Title 
	‘Beyond our World’.

	Christmas Carol  

	‘Clashes and Collisions’

	Shakespeare – Romeo & Juliet 
	Of Mice & Men 
	Of Mice & Men 

	Overall intent – rationale 

Why this? 
Why now?
	Students explore 19th century fiction, and contemporary non-fiction, under the umbrella theme of ‘Journey’s, Explorations and being ‘Beyond our World’. They analyse and consider the context within which the texts were produced and compose carefully considered responses to a range of questions related to the writer’s use of language, technical devices and contextual references. Writing takes the form of extended, creative travel writing and well-crafted, 
non-fiction pieces, using the technical devices uncovered through analytical reading.
	Reading Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol. This unit is a 19th century fiction study 
in order to respond to a question on GCSE Literature paper 1 section B. We will analyze structure, content, language and form and learn how to refer to the writer's craft and the readers' 
responses in our answers. We will conclude the term with a streamed production of this classic 
text from The Old Vic in London.
	Students will build on their previous Year 7 study of the ’Clashes' and Collision’s poetry anthology. They will deepen their understanding of how the poets present the themes of conflict and power 
and practise analytical writing. Students will craft their responses, compiling thematic and linguistical 
analysis and will consider the alternative interpretations within the anthology. Comparative essays 
and compositions including analysis of a range of poetic techniques will form the basis of this unit.
	Following poetry, students will begin a study of Romeo & Juliet. This unit will enable 
students to hone their analytical skills and develop their ability to analyse content, structure, 
language and writer’s techniques. They will use quotes to support points; explore Shakespeare; 
consider Shakespeare’s audience; consider how language is used by the playwright; explore the 
effects of Shakespeare’s techniques on the reader
	Students will study the infamous Steinbeck novel, ‘Of Mice and Men’ as a Language and Literature transition unit. They will develop contextual understanding through research and analysis of the 
history of the author and the period of time in which this novel was set. Students will also consolidate 
their learning by producing analytical essays and intricate reading analysis focussed on theme, characterisation and exploration of writer’s technique.
	Students continue their deep analysis of the seminal text, ‘Of Mice and Men’, 
in preparation for their transition to high school.

	
Key concepts, knowledge & skills 

(Must be all three) 
	










	
	
	
	
	



Key stage 3 English:   English       Year 9 – WHS  
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Title 
	Novel Study

	Non-Fiction – Biographies and autobiographies 

	Poetry – ‘Growth’ Anthology – Themes of growing up

	Modern Play
	Shakespeare – Macbeth

	End of Year Exam Preparation 


	Overall intent – rationale 

Why this? why now? 
	Students begin KS3 at Wolgarston by studying the ‘novel study’ module. This builds on the skills they have previously been taught in Year 7 and 8 through the Of Mice and Men module, as well as ‘Beyond Our World’ and ‘Private Peaceful’ module in terms of skills such as characterisation, plot and contextual analysis, but will begin to build in more advanced concepts such as structural analysis and exploration of authorial intent. To further build on these skills, theThese texts are all chosen from the canon of literature that AQA uses for possible texts to study at GCSE as our rationale to provide the right level of challenge for students, but also to act as a bridging unit between KS3 to KS4. These texts will not be studied by us at KS4, but allow us to provide students with the appropriate level of challenge necessary to advance the skills and concepts that students would have already been taught in Year 7 and 8. S4. These seminal texts include Animal Farm, The Woman in Black and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time’. Individual teachers have autonomy over which text they teach, and also allows a diverse range of authors to be studied. We begin with this module as the novel study allows important aspects of the NC for KS3 to be covered (as outlined below), especially Reading, and allows teachers to assess students for the first time on a broad range of skills, and therefore we can use this date to inform teaching throughout the year.












	Students then move onto a non-fiction scheme of work, where they will study a range of narrative and non-narrative texts, including arguments and personal and formal letters. The end point of this module to be assess students on their spoken language skills as they will be asked to plan and write their own speech based on who they consider to be ‘the most influential figure within history and why.’

This module is sequenced after the novel study to allow us to compliment non-fiction studies with fiction studies, and to allow us in the first term to assess and identify strengths and weaknesses from all parts of the KS3 NC, covering reading, writing and spoken language. It allows teachers to assess writing skills, such as spelling, grammar and standard English, which is not a key focus in the novel study module, which focuses on the Reading criteria. This will build on previously taught content in Years 7 and 8 through the ‘Freaky’ and ‘Beyond Our World’ modules through the exploration of non-fiction, developing vocabulary, grammar and spelling and having opportunities to create their own pieces of persuasive writing, but we will introduce more complex skills to students such as crafting of structure e.g. circular structure, motifs, as well as more advanced kinds of figurative and persuasive techniques, such as … which will all be essential for English Language in KS4.

	For this module, students will study a range of different poems from across a range of forms, from different historical periods, to build on the skills from Year 7 and 8 when taught the ‘Poetry Clashes and Collisions’ topic, as well as to interleave English Language and English Literature. 

This module is designed as a bridging unit to revisit key skills taught in Year 8, and to use those skills to build on more difficult concepts, such as form and structure; these are all skills which will be necessary as studentsstudents’ progress into KS4. The poetry anthology that students are given has been designed by us based on the theme of ‘growing up’, which allows students to be taught themes such as loss, independence and memories, which we feel are relatable yet also challenging concepts. Skills that have previously been taught in Year 8, such as comparative skills, language analysis and thematic analysis will be built on and assessed at the end of this module. We will be introducing students to more complex and advanced poetic terminology, such as anaphora, epiphora, tercets, free verse and blank verse, which will give students to opportunities to extend their analysis of poetry and to explore more nuanced aspects of poetry.

	Students will now move on to a modern play module, where individual teachers have autonomy over which text they teach; the texts are from AQA prescribed texts at GSCE Level (which we do not teach at KS4) to ensure the right level of difficulty and challenge is set, but also allowing the class teacher to choose what is best for their own classes. These range from Blood Brothers, The Crucible and DNA, amongst others. This allows us to bridge between previously taught content at KS3 in Years 7 and 8 through their studies of Romeo and Juliet, as well as extracts of other Shakespeare plays, and the skills and concepts which will be necessary at KS4, such as structural devices e.g. circular structure, language analysis, the form conventions of a play, as well as having an opportunity to study more contemporary texts and therefore creating a brevity in terms of historical eras and cultural issues, which can be quite limited if only Shakespeare is taught. In terms of sequencing, we move onto the modern play at this point in the curriculum as it bridges knowledge necessary for KS4 (An Inspector Calls and Merchant of Venice which we study in Year 10 and 11) but also is an accessible gateway for the next module of Shakespeare. 


To interleave Reading and Writing skills, the students will be assessed on a creative writing focus, which will be linked to aspects of the play they will study.. In terms of sequencing, we begin with the modern play as it bridges knowledge necessary for KS4 (An Inspector Calls and Merchant of Venice which we study in Year 10 and 11) but also is an accessible gateway for the next module of Shakespeare. 





	Developing on this knowledge, we move onto Shakespeare, which allows us to build on knowledge of plays, but also to develop learning through more difficult vocabulary and themes. We choose to teach Macbeth, as we find it is a play which appeals to both boys and girls due to the themes and characters. Through this module, it builds on the skills from Year 7 and 8 from their Shakespeare module of Romeo and Juliet, and also allows us to further assess reading skills, through the students demonstrating complex ideas of themes, context, author’s intentions and language and structural analysis. It will also allow us to advance upon these previously taught ideas through exploring the interrelation between context and authorial intent, and begin to teach students of the relevance of understanding the historical, cultural and social context behind texts to be able to evaluate authors’ intentions and how they use characters/settings as symbolic rather than viewing them as ‘real’ e.g. students should value and understand that Shakespeare wrote Macbeth for King James I after the gunpowder plot and the attempt to overturn the government, which in turn, conveys how Macbeth as a character is used as a warning about the consequences of greed and hubris. 


This also conforms to the NC that students learn two Shakespeare plays across KS3 (Romeo and Juliet and Macbeth)
	For the final module, we will now consolidate learning across both Reading and Writing, through preparing students for their end of year exams, which they will be assess on evaluation of a statement, as well as descriptive and narrative writing. This module allows us to consolidate all previous learning and revisit key concepts, knowledge and skills which have been tested on all previous units. 

We think it is important that we see these exams as an end to KS3. And not part of KS4, so we deliberately use the AQA KS3 exams to ensure the right level of challenge is set, as well as ensuring consistency amongst us and middle schools.

	
Key concepts, knowledge & skills
 
(Must be all three)


	Students will:
Learn new vocabulary.
 
Make inferences through writers’ choices of language.

Select and analyse appropriate language choices through quotations and learning language features and word classes.

Analyse the structure of texts, such as sentence types and overall narrative and to evaluate how meaning is communicated through this.

Study plot, setting and characters, and how they are used by writers for effect.

To be able to explore how a writer uses language for effect.

To be able to explore a writer’s intentions which links to context.

To explore how an extract from their text presents a key theme. 

	Students will:
To understand how to structure speeches for effect.

To be able to use persuasive language features to build persuasive skills and communicate meaning to an audience.

Apply their growing knowledge of vocabulary, grammar and text structure to plan and create non-fiction writing.

Draw on knowledge of rhetorical devices to include within their own persuasive writing and speeches and formative assessments.

Extend and apply knowledge of spelling, punctuation and grammar to build and reinforce skills for Year 7 and 8. 

Reinforce knowledge of how to use Standard English properly to use in their own speeches and formative assessments.

To be able to effectively present a speech and communicate key ideas coherently to reflect a viewpoint.

To understand how the structuring of a piece of non-fiction writing can be used to communicate meaning. 

Give short speeches and presentations, either in small groups or independently, expressing their own views on the topic of ‘influential people throughout history’. 

Respond to questions by their peers on the topic of their speeches to develop their listening and communication skills
	Students will:

Recognise a range of poetic conventions and understanding how these have been used for effect.

Make critical comparisons across different poems.

Learn new vocabulary.

Develop their inference and analytical skills through exploring the language, form and structural choices of a poet. To evaluate how they are used for the poet’s intention.

Understand themes of loss, death, independence and memory.


To compare how relationships are presented within two selected poems from the poetry anthology.





	Students will:

Write for a wide range of purposes and audiences, such as stories and imaginative writing.

Apply their growing knowledge of vocabulary, grammar and text structure to their writing

Draw on knowledge of rhetorical devices to include within their own imaginative writing

Extend and apply knowledge of spelling, punctuation and grammar to build and reinforce skills for Year 7 and 8. 

Reinforce knowledge of how to use Standard English properly.

Draw on new vocabulary and grammatical constructions from their reading and listening, and using these consciously in their writing to achieve particular effects.

To be able to effectively use figurative language for impact.

To be able to craft and structure creative writing in an effective way to communicate meaning.

To complete a narrative or descriptive piece based on questions linked to their selected modern text.


	Students will:
Make inferences through writers’ choices of language.

Select appropriate language choices through quotations and analyse the effect of and language features and word classes.

Analyse the structure of texts, such as sentence types and overall narrative.

Study plot, setting and characters, and how they are used by writers for effect.


Understand how the work of dramatists is communicated effectively through performance and how alternative staging allows for different interpretations.

To explore how a key character is presented within an extract from the play as well as the whole play.


	Students will:

Apply their growing knowledge of vocabulary, grammar and text structure to plan and create fictional writing.

Draw on knowledge of rhetorical devices to include within their own imaginative writing

Extend and apply knowledge of spelling, punctuation and grammar to build and reinforce skills for Year 7 and 8. 

Reinforce knowledge of how to use Standard English properly. 

Make inferences through writers’ choices of language and evaluate how they are effective.

Select and analyse appropriate language choices through quotations and learning language features and word classes.

To be able to effectively use figurative language for impact.

To be able to craft and structure creative writing in an effective way to communicate meaning.

To complete an evaluative question based on a key statement linked to the exam source.

To complete a narrative or descriptive piece based on questions linked to their exam source.





	How parents/carers can support




	Read the novel with students at home

Help with homework tasks from new Y9 homework booklets 

Test students on knowledge of the novel, such as characters, themes and context.

Helping to establish a reading culture at home e.g. promoting reading each night before bed, visiting libraries, either at school or in the community.

Websites such as:

 BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv


Century Tech

We encourage students to read widely as part of enriching their understanding of the literary canon and improving their vocabulary. Some suggested texts are listed below. Your English teacher will be able to recommend a more personalised list of extension reading:

Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre

Charles Dickens,
Great Expectations

Arthur Conan Doyle, The Hound of the Baskervilles, The Sign of Four

Michael Frayn, Spies

William Golding, Lord of the Flies

Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird

George Orwell, 1984, Animal Farm

J. D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein

	Help with homework tasks from new Y9 homework booklets 

Revise key terminology with students

Helping to establish a reading culture at home e.g. promoting reading each night before bed, visiting libraries, either at school or in the community.


Websites such as:

 BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv

Century Tech

	Re-read poems with students – Students will have their own anthology which they can take home to re-read the poems and the annotations

Help with homework tasks from new Y9 homework booklets

Revise key terminology with students

Revise key quotations with students

Helping to establish a reading culture at home e.g. promoting reading each night before bed, visiting libraries, either at school or in the community.


Websites such as:

 BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv

Century Tech

	Help with homework tasks from new Y9 homework booklets

Revise key terminology with students

Helping to establish a reading culture at home e.g. promoting reading each night before bed, visiting libraries, either at school or in the community.


Websites such as:

 BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv

Century Tech

	Help with homework tasks from new Y9 homework booklets	Comment by K Muneer: 	Comment by K Muneer: 



Read or watch other Shakespeare plays. See below for some recommendations:

Measure for Measure
Julius Caesar 
Anthony and Cleopatra
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Much Ado About Nothing
Othello
Hamlet
King Lear
The Tempest
Twelfth Night

Plays can be read on https://www.thecompleteworksofshakespeare.com/ and can be watched through https://www.rsc.org.uk/news/watch-rsc-shows-from-home (subscriptions may apply)

Revise key terminology with students

Revise key quotations with students

Helping to establish a reading culture at home e.g. promoting reading each night before bed, visiting libraries, either at school or in the community.


Websites such as:

 BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv

Century Tech

www.rsc.org.co.uk

	Help with homework tasks from new Y9 homework booklets

Complete practice papers with students at home – help with doing timed responses.

Revise key terminology with students


Helping to establish a reading culture at home e.g. promoting reading each night before bed, visiting libraries, either at school or in the community.

Websites such as:

 BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv

Century Tech

www.seneca.com (subscription and sign up may be needed)
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